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Imphal, Saturday, February 13, 2016
Editorial

Wanted Sub-Editor
Imphal Times is looking for an experience sub editor with excellent writing
skill in English who can read Bengali written script. Working hour is 12 noon
till 3 pm. Honorarium is Rs. 3000 p/m. Preference will be given to candidate
who had already work in English daily as desk editor.
Age no bar, and Imphal Times have no problem with those candidates working
in other newspaper at night shift.

By Sumedha Upadhyay:
When we hear these familiar words,
only one thing comes to our minds
‘the INDIAN constitution’. These are
the very first words of the Preamble.
The commencement of our
constitution marked the beginning of
an independent India. Drafted by the
Drafting Committee headed by B.R.
Ambedkar, this Sovereign document
is the largest and the lengthiest
constitution in the world with 395
articles and 12 schedules. The
Constituent Assembly was believed
to be the representation of the will of
the people. The words ‘We the
people’ signifies that it was a
document given by the people, to the
people and for the people.
Today, in the 21st century can we say
that the real power to govern this
country is vested in its people? But
the question that often arises is, does
the constitution in true terms express
the will of the people or is has it just
become a tool in the hands of some
hungry politicians? Are the people of
India in real terms assured of Justice,
liberty, equality and fraternity? Is the
common man today receiving justice?
Does equality really prevail? Is Liberty
being exercised by all today?
In the wake of the changing times in
the Indian society a constitutional
review is highly required. The
constitution, though a very
impressive piece, has failed in some
respects. And in this article, I wish to
express my opinion on the need of an
overhaul in our constitution.
The preamble says that we are a
Democratic Republic. What does
democracy mean to all of us? To define
it in a layman’s language Democracy
means that the power is in the hands
of the people to decide how and by
whom the country is run. But today
does the real power lie in the hands of
the people as it was believed when
the constitution was applied? It is no
more ‘by and for the people’. Now it
is more or less a board game and the
players are the politicians with
personal profits as the winning
amount.
I also believe that our constitution is
a borrowed constitution. When the
drafting committee drafted it, they
adopted a major part of it from the
Government of India Act 1935 with
few modifications here and there.
Besides this, we have borrowed many
provisions from various other
constitutions of the world. The
Parliamentary System has been taken
from the British Constitution and
Judicial Review & federalism from the
US Constitution. We cannot say it’s a
piece of novelty or originality. Many
provisions need to be amended as
they were adopted from the 1935 Act
and maybe worked for that period;
however in today’s time they have
become obsolete.
One of the biggest flaws of our
constitution is the never-ending
length due to the tough language in
which it has been drafted. Being the
sovereign document of our country it
should have been drafted in a
language easily comprehendible by
the citizens. But unfortunately the
legal jargon used can hardly be
deciphered by the common man. With
that length, the parliament today will
never get the time to modify and
simplify it but I feel this is something
which should have been kept in mind
at the time of its commencement.
Securing justice to all — social,
economical and political, is one of the
chief aims of our constitution. But this
has hardly been actually put into
action. Our judicial system which is
responsible to provide justice to each
and every individual is one of our
slowest systems. Today we have at
least 10,000 cases per day pending
for each judge of Tis Hazari court
which is at least ten times higher than
the prescribed number. Even the fast
track courts take 3-4 years to solve
cases; the term ‘fast track court’ thus
fails the purpose. As we all know it
took 63 years for the judiciary to come
out with the historical judgment of
Ayodhya Babri case. Criminal cases
like that of Jessica Lal, Priyadarshini
Mattoo, Nitish Katara case are among
the many examples of delayed justice.
Besides the procedure to approach
the courts is so tedious that a poor
farmer ends up selling his land, the
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only source of his livelihood, to pay
so that he can get his rights back.
The guidelines issued in the landmark
judgment of D K Basu v. State of
West Bengal in order to bring about
prison reforms are rarely followed.
Thousands of under-trial prisoners
are still in jail, living in inhuman
conditions and are being denied basic
rights of living.
The fundamental rights under part III
of our constitution too need to
include many of those rights that
have developed over a history of
various judicial pronouncements.
These rights though not really stated
in part III have been recognized as
fundamental in nature and are better
known as ‘implied fundamental
rights’. Right to food, right to privacy,
right to livelihood, right to clean
potable drinking water, right to fresh
and clean environment, right to be
silent, right to speedy justice etc.
These rights need to be added in
chapter III as they are equally
important in today’s time for every
Indian.
At the same time I feel that the framers
of out constitution gave more
importance to fundamental rights than
to the fundamental duties. Rights and
duties are the two sides of the same
coin. A right given to one person
prevents another person from
violating it thereby imposing a duty
on him. Today everyone only wants
to enjoy the benefits of the rights and
no one lays importance on fulfilling
their duties towards the society,
country, environment and other
human beings.
As far as the directive principles of
the state policy are concerned, they
too are not satisfactory since no strict
implementation is precticed. These are
those principles which the state has
to keep in mind while making any
policies or laws. For example, the equal
distribution of material resources is
to prevent resources from being
concentrated in one or fewer hands.
But in reality we have at least 60% of
the population still living below the
poverty line.
A special provision out to be made
regarding population control. In a
developing nation like India it is very
important to have population control.
In the current situation the supply of
everything is too low in comparison
to the steep increase in demand.
Landmass remains the same but the
inhabitants are increasing at a very
fast pace.
Right to education needs to be given
maximum importance. Even though
compulsory education has been
enforced till the age of 14, majority of

Indians remain uneducated. Private
schools are too expensive for a poor
man to educate his child, and the
government schools’ standards are
deteriorating year by year.
Government schools, the only source
of almost-free education to all the
children, need to be renovated to
provide a healthier environment and
teachers with better qualifications so
that even a family belonging to the
middle class or upper class does not
hesitate in sending their children to a
government school.
Kelson, a famous jurist said that
every piece of legislation derives its
validity from the “Grundnorm”.
According to him the Grundnorm is
that sovereign document from which
all other legislations derive their
validity. Likewise is the situation in
India where our Grundnorm is the
constitution of India where all
legislation country too derives
validity from the constitution.
Anything going against a provision
can be challenged in the court. But
when our Grundnorm itself is flawed
then how will any legislation be fit for
the needs of the present society.
The section 376 of the Indian Penal
Code, which deals with the subject of
rape, requires many changes. As per
the IPC, “rape” has been categorized
into different kinds such as Marital
rape, Custodial rape, Gang rape etc.
Marital rape refers to a rape where the
husband commits a rape on his wife
& custodial rape occurs in special
circumstances by a public servant. I
strongly believe any sexual
intercourse without a woman’s
consent amounts to rape then why is
there a need to categorize it? Rape in
itself is most heinous of the crimes
whether committed by the husband,
a public servant or a stranger. I think
instead of having different
punishments for different kinds of
rape there should be a uniform
punishment.
The Evidence Act requires major
amendment in the definition clause
of “evidence”. Till date the act only
mentions two kinds of evidences: oral
or documentary. With the
advancement of technology today we
have lie detector tests, DNA
proficiency tests, brain mapping and
various other kinds of tests that help
in extracting the truth out of the
offender. The recent examples of the
court relying upon these tests are
Kasab’s case and Arushi Murder
case. These tests do not have any
validity in the court of law as they
amount to self incrimination in light
of Article 20 of our constitution. If they
can help some innocent get justice

then why not recognize them as
evidence?
The Land Acquisition Act 1894
requires major changes as it still
contains portions which are
redundant in today’s times. There is
a need to redefine the term ‘public
purpose’ for which the State can
acquire land in return of some
compensation. With every judicial
pronouncement the court includes
something new which falls within the
limits of public purpose. There are
times when the government acts
arbitrary and in the name of ‘public
purpose’ acquires the land for profits.
Thus in all the judicial
pronouncements related to Land
Acquisition Act there is a need to
include all those purposes which are
purely in the interest of public.
The Water (prevention and control)
Pollution Act has some major defects.
With majority of our rivers drying up
and the sorry state of Yamuna shows
the incompetence of the Act in the
present times. The act still talks about
wells and streams as being the
sources of water. Wells and streams
were the sources of water in ancient
times but now we have rivers, lakes,
ponds, artificial water bodies which
have been totally excluded from the
purview of this Act. Shockingly this
act does not even define what a ‘water
pollutant’ is. Nor does water table
levels and potable water etc. find any
place in the Act. Whatever
amendments have taken place in this
act have only been with respect to
the Environment Protection Act.
Thus the act is a complete failure in
itself.
These are only a few glaring examples
of some of our legislations that lack
competency and are ineffective in
today’s fast moving world. There are
many many more. But what is
important is that these reforms should
start immediately. Running away from
these problems will only make them
pile on one another and make them
even bigger. India is still a developing
nation and if we have to shift from
the agrarian economy we are today
then it is time that we adopt the
reformative approach and make the
legislations more dynamic in nature.
We need more participation of the
citizens in bringing about these
changes instead of leaving the change
to the selfish politicians, some of
whom can barely claim to be educated.
All this is necessary because we need
a clearer picture of our future.
I would like to end by saying-
“In today already walks tomorrow.
Because the future is much like the
present, only longer”

IT News
Imphal, Feb. 13: 12 BIHAR of HQ 9
Sector Assam Riflesunder the aegis
of HQ IGAR (South) organised a free
medical camp for the children of
Orphanage at Takyel in Imphal West
district of Manipur state on 12
February 2016. The Children of the
orphanage MeitiPhurub Children
Home, Takyel were screened for

Assam rifles organises medical camp
general medical problems, eye
ailments, Hepatitis B alongwith
Dental disorders etc. A total of 75
children were treated and medicines
were distributed to the children.The
Medical Officer emphasized upon the
importance of these screening camps
to have an everlasting impact on the
health of the local populace. The
Medical Officer of 12 BIHAR

reiterated the significance of
organizing these camps on a regular
basis by the Armed Forces to boost
health and moraleof the children and
the locals. He further added that such
endeavours would strengthen the
bond between the locals and the
Armed Forces. The effort was
appreciated by the Pradhan and other
prominent personalities of the village.

IT News
Imphal, Feb. 13: 13 Assam Rifles of
9 Sector Assam Rifles under the
aegis of HQ IGAR (South)
distributed Sewing Machines to the
people of Tamenglongdistrict of
Manipur state as part of Military
Civic Action Project 2015-16 on 12

Open secret in
Manipur’s politics

“LIES” no matter how big or small always break the foundation
of “TRUST”. There were times when the candidates made false
promised during election time and fooled the people to woes the
voter. The moment they were elected they often forgot what
they had promised to the people often led a live thinking that
the general public who elected them are bunch of ignorant fools
who can be driven at any direction. The sinister concept become
phenomenon and now people (almost all) now started thinking
that there is no true leader who deserve victory in any of the
election. But as the hangover system still has to be followed and
continue there cannot be a full stop to the ongoing process.
Election is mandatory for a democratic country. And for that
candidates are required. In-order to form government there again
need political party and those candidates need to be attached to
any of the political party to render their service with effective
power.
We are not sure if God frequently surfaces in the form of man.
But what we can be dead certain is the fact that his arch enemy
Satan often manifests himself, especially in Manipur, in the form
of politicians. These incarnations of Satan, who are now running
amok with the people’s sensibilities, have cast such a nasty spell
on the state that it is well nigh impossible for the people who
elected them in the first place, to retain even a semblance of
sanity.
There could be no other logical explanation to the goings on in
the political arena than taking refuge in the unnatural and the
irrational. And for the teeming millions who had inflicted this
handful of pests on themselves, there could be no other option
but to bemoan their fate. The curse, call it the millenium curse,
is well and truly upon us.
It would be an understatement to say that there is something
very basically wrong with our polity. Things have now come to
such a pass that our state of Manipur can neither move forward
nor backward but remain painfully suspended in a maze of anarchy
and disorder.
The scourge of politicians have indeed taken a heavy toll, not
only of the  riches but also of its psyche. The epidemic is now all
pervading and has invaded the very roots of the country’s
integrity and well being thereby impeding its prosperity and
peace. Whatever the party, whatever their ideology and hue,
when it comes to pursuit of power and pelf, our politicians are
at their wily best and very united too in their mission.
If only these characters demonstrate the same solidarity and
zeal in nation building, things would have been much different.
But alas, their penchant for self-preservation has always won
over patriotism, their quest for wealth has always been at the
nation’s expense and above all their instinct for survival has
always prevailed over the nation’s.
They have always prospered even as the state disintegrated,
and they are always in a position of strength, be it ‘secularism
or communalism’ that is at play. But what about the 25 lakhs
people who elected them? They are never in the reckoning.

Assam Rifles Distributed Sewing Machines
February 2016. Speaking on the
occasion, Commandant 13 Assam
Rifles asserted that the Assam Rifles
is committed towards overall
development of the region and has
constantly been rendering helping
hand for the development of remote
areas. He further asked the villagers

to cooperate with the security forces
to bring peace and tranquillity in the
region and to accelerate the
development of one of the remotest
district of the country. The
Tamenglong villagers expressed
their profound gratitude towards the
Assam Rifles for this kind gesture.

AP
Taiwan, Feb. 13: Rescuers have
pulled out 115 dead a week since
a powerful earthquake struck
Taiwan’s oldest city of Tainan,
leaving only two missing in the
rubble of a collapsed 17-story
residential complex, authorities
said Saturday.
All but two of the dead were
found at the ruins of the Weiguan
Golden Dragon complex, which
toppled when the 6.4-magnitude
earthquake struck last Saturday

115 bodies pulled out from Taiwan quake rubble; 2 missing
just ahead of the Lunar New Year
holiday.
A total of 327 people in the
building survived.
According to Taiwan’s Interior
Ministry, workers extracted scores
more bodies on Friday and
Saturday morning. Two are still
listed as missing.
Authorities have detained the
building’s developer Lin Ming-hui
and two architects this week on
suspicion of negligent homicide
amid accusations his firm cut

corners in the construction.
Taiwanian city officials said they
will inspect several dozen other
developments built by Lin, as
well as other buildings in the
Weiguan compound that did not
collapse.
Earthquakes frequently strike
Taiwan, but usually cause little or
no damage, particularly since
more str ingent building
regulations were introduced
following a magnitude-7.6 quake
in 1999 that killed more than 2,300.

This “indoor pollution” causes far
more deaths than “outdoor
pollution”.
And looking at the broad economic
trends in India, the research team
says the country runs the risk of
having even poorer air quality in the
future.Scientists warn the early
death toll will climb over the next 20
years unless the world does more
to fight the problem.
“In Asia, you have countries with
very large populations that happen
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Air pollution kills millions
to be heavily polluted. You see
trends in India, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan where the air quality
continues to worsen. In China,
maybe things have stabilised, but
they are very high,” Brauer said.
“Also, in those countries the
populations are ageing. People are
getting older, so you have this
greater prevalence of chronic
diseases — heart and lung disease
and cancer that are affected by air
pollution.”


